xii                                            INTRODUCTION

For stable employment in the villages there should be re-educa-
tion and re-organization of such crafts as tanning, leather-work,
wood-work, basket-weaving/ grass-plaiting, rope-making and
toy-making, while pig and poultry farming can also be easily
modernized in order to enable the Harijan classes to reap the
t full benefits of their toil or to reduce unemployment. Out of
the economic and social movements will emerge a new con-
ception of the dignity of man in rural India, But perhaps this
will wait for some kind of religious idealism or movement like
that represented in the past by Ramananda, Kabir and Chat-
tanya. India's dualistic metaphysics has conceived of man's
trials and sufferings being reciprocated in infinite love and
compassion by the Divine suffering and of man's limitations
being a phase of the Divine self-limitation, Could not such a
metaphysics give birth to a new consciousness of the majesty
and dignity of the common man, and sponsor a new country-
wide campaign of social goodwill and amelioration born in the
womb of aggressive Hinduism ? Could not the Constituent As-
sembly give the lead to this movement by the declaration,
backed by penal measures, that all serfs and bond-slaves arc
emancipated from the day of Indian Independence? Dr
Mohinder Singh's competent work raises such deep social and
moral issues in the country thai it must lead to a searching of
hearts and to each educated Indian thinking out and practising
his own moral and social solution in this regard. Written with
the quiet dignity and detachment of a scholar, it it;, nevertheless
a gripping, compelling book.
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